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(54) Position detecting method and apparatus for detecting a plurality of position indicators 

(57) A method and apparatus for detecting the posi- 
tions of a plurality of position indicators by using a tablet 
or the like permit improved trackability. When a first 
position indicator has been detected on the coordinate 
reading surface of a position detector by implementing 
an all-scan step (process P0), sensor coils to be 
scanned are specified according to the positional infor- 
mation of the first position indicator so as to carry out a 
sector-scan step (step ST03) to perform more detailed 
detection of the position of the first position indicator. 
This sector-scan step and the all -scan step (step ST06) 
for detecting the approximate position of a second posi- 
tion indicator are implemented alternately. At this time, 
the sector-scan is carried out more frequently than the 
all-scan (processes P1 and P2). 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a position 
detecting method and apparatus in a position detector 
called a digitizer or tablet and, more particularly, to an 
improvement in a method and apparatus for scanning 
many sensor coils provided side by side on a sensor 
unit of the position detector. 

2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] A variety of position detecting methods in posi- 
tion detectors have been known, among which the elec- 
tromagnetic transfer system disclosed in Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication No. 3-147012 (corre- 
sponding to US Patent No. 5,466,896) will be described. 
[0003] Figure 7 is a schematic block diagram illustrat- 
ing the basic operation of a position detector employing 
the electromagnetic transfer system. 
[0004] A position indicator 110 shown in Fig. 7 has a 
resonance circuit 101 composed of a coil and a capaci- 
tor. A position detector 1 1 1 is constituted by a sensor 
unit 102. a coil selector 103. a send/receive selector 
104, a high-frequency signal generator 105, a receiving 
circuit 106, and a signal processing unit 107. The posi- 
tion indicator 110 is a so-called stylus pen shaped like, 
for example, a writing tool which is a position indicator 
capable of indicating a position when it is held in a hand 
of an operator, or a puck-shaped cursor which is a posi- 
tion indicator capable of keeping on indicating a position 
even when the operator releases it, i.e. it can be left 
alone; it is a tool which the operator holds in hand to 
specify a position (pointing entry), enter hand-written 
characters, drawing, or to perform other coordinate 
input operation on a computer. The position indicator 
1 10 includes at least a coil or the resonance circuit 101 . 
[0005] The sensor unit 102 has a plate-like sensor 
surface, a point on which is defined by an X-Y rectangu- 
lar coordinate. The sensor unit 102 is formed by arrang- 
ing many sensor coils 100 side by side in an X-axis 
direction 108 and a Y-axis direction 109. In Fig. 7, only 
the sensor coils arranged in the X-axis direction are 
shown in order to avoid confusion. There are actually a 
few tens of the sensor coils; however, only three sensor 
coils are illustrated in the drawing for clarity. 
[0006] In the position detector 1 1 1 which employs the 
electromagnetic transfer system, electromagnetic 
waves are transferred between the sensor coils 100 on 
the sensor unit 102 and the position indicator 110 in 
order to determine the coordinate value of a position 
specified by the position indicator according to a signal 
received by the sensor coils 100. Further, the position 
detector 1 1 1 is normally provided also with means for 
entering the information on the switch of the position 



indicator or the information on writing pressure in addi- 
tion to the information on the coordinate value of the 
position indicator. 

[0007] Two sets of sensor units are normally provided 

5 such that they are orthogonalized in the X-axis direction 
and the Y-axis direction, respectively, in order to perform 
coordinate detection in the two directions, namely, the 
X-axis direction and the Y-axis direction. In this case, it 
should be noted that "the sensor coils in the X-axis 

w direction" means that they are arranged in the X-axis 
direction rather than meaning that they are extended in 
the X-axis direction. As illustrated in Fig. 7, the length- 
wise direction of the sensor coils in the X-axis direction 
agrees with the Y-axis direction. 

is [0008] The high-frequency signal generator 105 is a 
well-known circuit for generating an AC signal of a pre- 
determined frequency (e.g. a predetermined value in a 
range from a few hundreds of kilohertz to a few mega- 
hertz). The receiving circuit 106 is a well-known circuit 

so composed primarily of an amplifier. The signal process- 
ing unit 107 is composed primarily of a processor (CPU) 
and a storage circuit; it carries out XY-coordinate calcu- 
lation according to the output of the receiving circuit 
106. The processor of the signal processing unit 107 

25 functions to control the coil switching of the coil selector 

103 and the switching of the send/receive selector 104. 
For the purpose of clarity, the signal lines for controlling 
the coil selector 103 and the signal lines for controlling 
the send/receive selector 104 are omitted in Fig. 7. The 

30 coil selector 103 may be constituted by a well-known 
multiplexer. Ukewise, the send/receive selector 104 
may be constituted by a well-known switching circuit. 
[0009] The position detecting process in the electro- 
magnetic transfer system will now be described. It is 

35 assumed that the foregoing processor of the signal 
processing unit 107 has set the send/receive selector 

1 04 for the send mode, namely, for the high-frequency 
signal generator 105. and the processor has set the coil 
selector 103 to select one particular sensor coil 100 in a 

40 sensor coil group of the sensor unit 102. 

[0010] A high-frequency signal is issued from the 
high-frequency signal generator 105 and applied to the 
selected sensor coil 100 via the send/receive selector 
104 and the coil selector 103. This causes the sensor 

45 soil 100 to produce an electromagnetic wave which will 
be referred to as "transmitter signal." When the position 
indicator 110 is placed near the sensor surface under 
this condition, the resonance circuit 101 in the position 
indicator 110 resonates due to the transmitter signal. 

so Then, the processor of the signal processing unit 107 
sets the send/receive selector 104 for the receive mode, 
namely, for the receiving circuit 106. to stop the issu- 
ance of the transmitter signal from the sensor coil 100. 
In other words, the supply of the high-frequency signal 

55 from the high-frequency signal generator 105 is 
stopped. 

[001 1 ] Under this condition, the oscillatory phenome- 
non in the resonance circuit 101 incorporated in the 
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position indicator 110 is not stopped immediately; 
damping oscillation continues for a while. Hence, the 
coil of the resonance circuit 101 generates an electro- 
magnetic wave which will be referred to as "response 
electromagnetic wave." This response electromagnetic 
wave is received by the sensor coil 100 (the signal 
received by the sensor coil 100 at this time will be 
referred to as "received signal"). The received signal is 
sent to the receiving circuit 106, where it is processed, 
via the coil selector 103 and the send/receive selector 
104. The signal which has been processed by the 
receiving circuit 106 is further handed to the signal 
processing unit 107 which performs XY coordinate cal- 
culation and the analysis of switch information accord- 
ing to the amplitude, phase, and so on of the processed 
signal. The obtained coordinate value and switch infor- 
mation are sent out to a host apparatus not shown, i.e. 
an external computer. 

[001 2) The resonance circuit 101 built in the position 
indicator 110 shown in Fig. 7 is represented as the coil 
or the resonance circuit 101 because the resonance 
phenomenon is not necessarily a must as long as mag- 
netic coupling takes place among the sensor coils. 
[0013] The sending and receiving operation on the 
foregoing sensor coils 100 is repeated while switching in 
sequence among the multiple sensor coils 100 on the 
sensor unit 102 in a position detecting direction. The 
operation of switching among the multiple sensor coils 
100 in sequence will be referred to as "scanning". 
[001 4] It has already been mentioned that, among the 
components making up the position detector 111, the 
coil selector 103 composed mainly of a multiplexer is 
primarily responsible for selecting and switching among 
the multiple sensor coils 100. Also, it has already been 
mentioned that the coil selector 103 is connected to the 
processor of the signal processing unit 107 by a signal 
line, which is not shown, and it is controlled by the proc- 
essor. The program describing the operation of the 
processor is stored in a storage device called a ROM 
(read-only memory) of the signal processing unit 107 
although the storage device, which has not been 
referred to, is also a component of the position detector. 
The processor reads in the program stored in the ROM 
and executes the scanning according to the program. 
Accordingly, the position detecting process, particularly 
the scanning method for the sensor coils 100, can be 
modified by the program stored in the ROM. 
[0015] The position detecting process will now be 
described. 

[0016] The position detecting process includes the 
procedure from a point at which no coordinate informa- 
tion (not even an approximate position) on the position 
indicator 110 has been obtained to a point at which the 
detailed coordinate of the position indicator is calcu- 
lated. As previously mentioned, this process corre- 
sponds to the processing contents of the processor of 
the signal processing unit 107 shown in Fig. 7. From this 
viewpoint, the position detecting process is not merely 



the scanning (selecting in a predetermined sequence) 
the sensor coils 100; instead, it also includes the 
processing in which the processor of the signal process- 
ing unit 107 acquires the output obtained by the receiv- 

5 ing circuit 106 as the result of the selection, the 
processing for carrying out the coordinate calculation 
based on the signal level obtained from the previous 
processing, and the processing for sending out the 
coordinate value, which has been finally obtained, to 

70 external equipment, i.e. a computer which is host equip- 
ment in most cases. 

[0017] The processing for obtaining the output signal 
of the receiving circuit 106 is implemented immediately 
after every scan of each of the sensor coils 100. The 

15 coordinate calculation processing is implemented 
immediately after the receiving levels (the voltage levels 
of the transmitter signals of the receiving circuit 106) at 
a plurality of (about 2 to about 4) sensor coils located in 
the vicinity of the position indicator 110 have been 

20 obtained. As a specific method for the coordinate calcu- 
lation, 2-point technique or 3-point technique (quadric 
function approximation) is known. The coordinate value 
sending-out processing is implemented upon comple- 
tion of the coordinate calculation; the obtained coordi- 

25 nate value is sent out to external equipment by using a 
well-known interface circuit such as a means which con- 
forms to the RS-232C standard. 
[0018] Herein, considering that the present invention 
is related mainly to the scanning method or the scan- 
so ning sequence of the sensor coils, the description will 
be focused on the scanning procedure of the sensor 
coils 100, abstracting the procedure for obtaining the 
output of the receiving circuit 106, the coordinate calcu- 
lation processing, and the processing for sending out 

35 the coordinate value. 

[0019] Figure 8 shows a flowchart illustrative of the 
position detecting process in a conventional electro- 
magnetic transfer system. As illustrated in Fig. 8, the 
process for detecting a position of the position indicator 

40 may be roughly divided into all-scan process and sec- 
tor-scan process. The term "all-scan" means to scan the 
sensor coils all over the area of the sensor coil surface, 
i.e. the surface on which the X- and Y-axis sensor coils 
are provided side by side. All-scan does not always refer 

45 to a case where all sensor coils are scanned; it may 
refer to a case where, for example, every other sensor 
coils are scanned. In the flowchart, only "scan" is shown 
for the purpose of simplicity; the actual scanning opera- 
tion, however, includes a plurality of steps. For this rea- 

50 son, the boxes with double-line sides are used for steps 
ST200 and ST400 of Fig. 8. In the actual operation, 
every time each sensor coil 100 is scanned, the control 
step for switching the send/receive selector 104 and the 
processing step for acquiring the transmitter signal of 

55 the receiving circuit 106 are carried out. 

[0020] The processing for detecting a position indica- 
tor starts with the all-scan process (step ST200). The 
all-scan process is implemented on both X-axis and Y- 
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axis. This all-scan may be regarded as rough detection 
because it is intended mainly for quickly obtaining the 
approximate position of the position indicator 110. 
[0021] At the completion of the all-scan process, the 
processor will have obtained the signal intensity distri- 
bution of the received signals on the sensor unit accord- 
ing to the signals received from the sensor coils 100. 
This is illustrated in Fig. 9. The nearly square member in 
Fig. 9 represents the sensor unit 102. The thick arrows 
crossing on the sensor unit 102 indicate the coil select- 
ing directions of the X-axis and Y-axis. As shown in Fig. 

9, it is assumed that the position indicator 1 10 is point- 
ing at a certain position on the sensor unit 102. The sig- 
nal intensity distribution obtained by the processor upon 
completion of the all-scan process is shown by the bar 
graph shown in Fig. 9. The bar graph shows only the 
intensity distribution obtained by the scan in the X-axis 
direction. As indicated by the bar graph, when the posi- 
tion indicator 1 10 is located near the sensor surface, the 
intensity of the received signal of the sensor coil closest 
to the position indicator 110 shows the highest value. 
Hence, the group of several sensor coils around the 
sensor coil giving the highest value shows the peak of 
the signal intensity distribution. This makes it possible to 
know the approximate position. 

[0022] Figure 9 shows a constant level of signal inten- 
sity in the area other than the group o1 several sensor 
coils around the sensor coil giving the highest value. 
Such a constant level of signal intensity is sometimes 
called as an offset value because there is a certain level 
of output even when no input is applied to the receiving 
circuit 106 in Fig. 7. 

[0023] The program determines in step ST299 
whether the signal intensity of the received signal 
shown in Fig. 9 is larger than a predetermined value; if 
it is smaller than predetermined value, then the program 
goes back to the all-scan step ST200, or if it is larger 
than the predetermined value, then the program moves 
onto the sector-scan step ST400. The predetermined 
value is a "threshold value" which is a preset appropri- 
ate value above the offset value mentioned above. 
[0024] In the sector-scan step ST400, the foregoing 
sending and receiving operation is repeated using the 
sensor coil at the central position and several sensor 
coils adjacent thereto obtained as the result of the all- 
scan step. As shown by the coil selecting area in Fig. 

10, the sector-scan step ST400 is carried out at least on 
the X-axis and the Y-axis. This allows the detailed signal 
intensity distribution to be obtained as shown in Fig. 10; 
the coordinate value is determined by performing the 
interpolative calculation of the respective received sig- 
nals in the signal processing unit 107 shown in Fig. 7. 
Thus, the sector-scan is a more detailed detection proc- 
ess. 

[0025] The term "more detailed "means" more 
detailed in both time-wise and space-wise. More specif- 
ically, "more detailed in time" comes from the fact that 
the time required for the sector-scan is shorter than that 



required for the all-scan. For instance, if all-scan takes 
five times as long as the sector-scan takes, then it 
means that five coordinate values can be obtained by 
the sector-scan in the same time as that for the all-scan 

5 to obtain one coordinate value. This characteristic con- 
tributes to good trackabiltty primarily in the dynamic 
characteristic of the position detector, especially when 
the position indicator moves quickly. 
[0026] The situation of the "more detailed space-wise" 

io may occur when skipping scan is carried out in the all- 
scan step (the all-scan can include the skipping scan as 
previously mentioned), whereas no skipping is made in 
the sector-scan step. This is a problem with the spatial 
gaps of the sensor coils used; therefore, the spatial 

is detailedness contributes to the resolution or accuracy of 
the obtained coordinate value. 

[0027] As shown in Fig. 8, when the position detector 
1 1 1 is initially started up, the program performs the all- 
scan in step ST200, and when the approximate position 

20 of the position indicator 1 10 is found, the program gives 
an affirmative determination result (YES) in step ST299 
and proceeds to the sector-scan in ST400. If no approx- 
imate position is found, then the program gives a nega- 
tive determination result (NO) in step ST299 and 

25 repeats the all-scan in step ST200 thereafter. The 
affirmative determination result (YES) is given in step 
ST499 as long as the coordinate of the position indica- 
tor 110 is obtained by the sector-scan; hence, the sec- 
tor-scan is repeated. If the position indicator 110 is 

30 missed during the sector-scan, then the program gives 
the negative determination result (NO) in step ST499. 
so that it goes back to the all -scan in ST200. Thus, the 
two different scanning methods, namely, the all-scan 
and the sector-scan, are combined to accomplish effi- 

35 cient coordinate detection. 

[0028] An example of the method for detecting a plu- 
rality of position indicators will now be described. 
[0029] The method for detecting a single position indi- 
cator is called "single-scan"; the method for detecting a 

40 plurality of position indicators is called "multi-scan". 
[0030] The same number of resonance circuits of dif- 
ferent resonance frequencies as the number of position 
indicators to be detected are prepared, and all the posi- 
tion indicators are provided with the prepared reso- 

45 nance circuits. A position detector performs sending 
and receiving at particular frequencies for the position 
indicators and it carries out a II -scan or sector-scan for 
the respective resonance frequencies alternately so as 
to detect the multiple position indicators. 

50 [0031] To multi-scan two indicators, two position indi- 
cators which have different, fixed resonance frequen- 
cies are prepared to enable a position detector to 
communicate with the position indicators by using the 
different frequencies. In this case, one of the following 

55 different scanning processes is selectively imple- 
mented: in a first process, all-scan is carried out for two 
different frequencies alternately; in a second process, 
two types of scanning are alternately carried out, 
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namely, sector-scan for one frequency and all-scan for 
the other frequency; and in a third process, the sector- 
scan is carried out for the two frequencies alternately, 
[0032] The description given above is based on the 
assumption that the electromagnetic transfer system is s 
employed. There are. however, other position detecting 
systems. As a simple electromagnetic system, there is 
one in which electromagnetic waves are transmitted 
from a sensor surface and received by a position indica- 
tor, or electromagnetic waves are transmitted from the 10 
position indicator and received by the sensor surface. 
There is a cross type detection system in which a sen- 
sor coil in the X-axis direction transmits a signal and a 
sensor coil in the Y-axis direction receives it. There is 
also a self-oscillation type detection system disclosed in is 
Japanese Unexamined Patent publication No. 5- 
241722. 

[0033] Thus, all the systems described above have, in 
common, a plurality of coils arranged side by side in the 
X and Y directions to scan the coils so as to perform 20 
coordinate detection. For this reason, all the systems 
are facing the task of achieving efficient scanning to 
detect a plurality of position indicators. 
[0034] There has been, however, a problem with the 
multi-scan for detecting the positions of a plurality of 25 
position indicators at the same time. To be more spe- 
cific, detecting the positions of the position indicators 
requires that the sensor coils of the position detector be 
scanned alternately for the same number of times as 
the number of the position indicators. In comparison 30 
with the single-scan for detecting the position of only 
one position indicator, the multi-scan avoidably exhibits 
deteriorated performance in the trackability of coordi- 
nate values in relation to the actual positions of the posi- 
tion indicators when the position indicators are moved, 35 
or a deteriorated dynamic characteristic which is the 
performance involved in relatively quick moving of posi- 
tion indicators. 

[0035] Normally, the trackability of the multi-scan for 
detecting two position indicators is reduced simply to a 40 
half of that of the single-scan for detecting only one 
position indicator, thus leading to deterioration in per- 
formance of the multi-scan. 

[0036] More specifically, in the case of the multi-scan 
for detecting at least two position indicators, the sensor 45 
coils of the position detector are scanned alternately to 
detect the position indicators. This has resulted in 
slower recognition of the position indicators. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 50 

[0037] Accordingly, it is a chief object of the present 
invention to improve trackability in detecting a plurality 
of position indicators. 

[0038] It is another object of the present invention to 55 
provide further practical trackability according to the 
position indicator used, by making it possible to set or 
change scan repeating frequency and so on according 



to the type of the like of the position indicator. 
[0039] To this end, according the present invention, 
there are provided: a first detection process for detect- 
ing an approximate position of a first position indicator 
by an all-scan step for detecting the approximate posi- 
tion of the position indicator on a coordinate reading 
surface by extensively scanning many sensor coils 
along coordinate axes; and a second detection process 
in which, il it has been determined that the first position 
indicator is present on the coordinate reading surface in 
the first detection process, then a sector-scan step for 
performing more detailed detection of the position of the 
first position indicator by specifying the sensor coils to 
be scanned in accordance with the positional informa- 
tion of the first position indicator which has been 
detected by the first detection process, and an all-scan 
step for detecting the approximate position of a second 
position indicator are implemented alternately; wherein 
the sector-scan step is implemented at a higher repeat- 
ing frequency than the all-scan step in the second 
detection process. 

[0040] If it has been detected that the first position 
indicator is present on the coordinate reading surface by 
the all-scan in the first detection process, then a pro- 
gram moves onto a second detection process. In the 
second detection process, the sensor coils are specified 
and scanned according to the positional information on 
the first position indicator so as to alternately carry out 
the sector-scan step for performing more detailed 
detection of the position of the first position indicator 
and the all-scan step for detecting the approximate posi- 
tion of the second position indicator. To alternately carry 
out the two types of scans, the sector-scan is imple- 
mented more frequently than the all -scan. 
[0041] Thus, the second position indicator can be 
detected with a minimum sacrifice in the trackability of 
the first position indicator. 

[0042] Further, according to the invention, the repeat- 
ing frequency, etc. of the all-scan step or the sector- 
scan step can be set or changed according to the type 
or the like of the position indicator. 
[0043] Hence, further practical trackability can be 
achieved for the type of position indicator used. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0044] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of 
the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a flowchart for illustrating the operation of 
the embodiment; 

Fig. 3 is another flowchart for illustrating the opera- 
tion of the embodiment; 

Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram of the embodi- 
ment; 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart for illustrating the operation of 
another embodiment; 
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Fig. 6 is a flowchart for illustrating the operation of 
still another embodiment; 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram for illustrating the basic 
operation of a position detector which employs a 
conventional electromagnetic transfer system; 
Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing the position detecting 
process in the conventional electromagnetic trans- 
fer system; 

Fig. 9 is a schematic block diagram for illustrating 
the basic operation of the position detector which 
employs the conventional electromagnetic transfer 
system; and 

Fig. 10 is a schematic block diagram for illustrating 
the basic operation of the position detector which 
employs the conventional electromagnetic transfer 
system. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

(0045] An embodiment of the present invention will 
now be described in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

[0046] Fig. 1 is the block diagram of a position detec- 
tor of the embodiment in accordance with the present 
invention. Although it is not shown in Fig. 1 , a sensor 
unit 1 is composed by forty loop coils disposed in paral- 
lel to the X-axis and forty loop coils disposed in parallel 
to the Y-axis, thus forming a coordinate reading surface. 
The respective loop coils constitute sensor coils con- 
nected to a selector circuit 2 for selecting the loop coils. 
The selector circuit 2 is connected to a send/receive 
selector circuit 3; an amplifier 5 is connected to the 
receiving end of the send/receive selector circuit 3. and 
the output end of the amplifier 5 is connected to a signal 
processing unit 6. The signal processing unit 6 is con- 
structed by a centra! processing unit (CPU), a read-only 
memory (ROM), etc. The output end of a current driver 
1 1 is connected to the sending end of the send/receive 
selector circuit 3; a frequency selector switch 12 is con- 
nected to the input end of the current driver 11; and 
oscillators 13 and 14 which have different frequencies 
are connected to the frequency selector switch 12. The 
frequency selector switch 12 is switched in response to 
a control signal received from the CPU in the signal 
processing unit 6; it sets the frequency of a signal trans- 
mitted from each loop coil to fO or f1. The frequency fO 
is preset so that it is equal to the resonance frequency 
of a first position indicator which will be discussed later, 
while the frequency f 1 is present so that it is equal to the 
resonance frequency of a second position indicator 
which will be discussed later. Other control signals are 
supplied from the CPU in the signal processing unit 6 to 
the selector circuit 2 and the send/receive selector cir- 
cuit 3 so as to scan the sensor coils or select between 
the send mode and the receive mode. The selector cir- 
cuit 2 together with the signal processing unit 6 make up 
the selecting means for selectively scanning the sensor 



coils; they select the sensor coils in sequence to selec- 
tively scan or select a particular area or a particular 
number of sensor coils to scan in the all-scan mode and 
the sector-scan mode. 

5 [0047] A position indicator 8 includes; a resonance cir- 
cuit 201 composed of a coil and a capacitor; a ROM 203 
wherein the shape or usage of the position indicator, the 
description of the information that can be provided, or 
the information on a particular identification (ID) of the 

to position indicator is stored; and a control circuit 202 
which mainly carries out the control for reading the con- 
tents stored in the ROM 203 and supplying them to the 
resonance circuit 201. Regarding the position indicator 
8, only the section related to the invention is shown in a 

is simplified manner. The position indicator 8 does not 
necessarily include the resonance circuit; it may alter- 
natively include only the coil as long as it can be mag- 
netically coupled with the sensor unit 1 to send and 
receive signals. 

20 [0048] To simplify the description hereinafter, the 
description of switching the sensor coils in sequence, 
which is performed in actual operation, will be omitted; 
the switching of the sensor coils will be referred to sim- 
ply as "scanning step". In the following description, both 

25 X-axis and Y-axis will be scanned at the same time in 
one process; however, either the X-axis or the Y-axis 
may be separately scanned. 

[0049] The embodiment will be described in conjunc- 
tion with the state diagrams of Fig. 4 which shows the 
30 relationship between the position detector and the posi- 
tion indicator in time series. 

[0050] In Fig. 4, a position detector 410 is provided 
with an input surface 411. The input surface 411 is a 
sensor coil in the circuit and hence it is also referred to 

35 as the sensor surface 41 1 . The position indicator shown 
in Fig. 4 is a pen type indicator "stylus pen"; however, 
since the present invention applies to any type of posi- 
tion indicator, it is called simply as "position indicator". In 
a state (a) wherein the all-scan step is implemented, no 

40 position indicator is placed on the sensor surface 41 1 . 
[0051] When a first position indicator 412 having a 
resonance circuit of the resonance frequency fO is 
placed on the sensor surface 41 1, a state (b) is set for 
carrying out the sector-scan step on the first position 

45 indicator 412. Then, when a second position indicator 
413 having a resonance circuit of the resonance fre- 
quency f1 is placed on the sensor surface 41 1, a state 
(c) is set for carrying out the sector-scan step on the first 
and second position indicators 412 and 413, respec- 

50 tively. Further, when the second position indicator 413 
moves away from the sensor surface 41 1 so that the 
position detector 410 can no longer detect the second 
position indicator 413, a state (d) is set, wherein the 
sector-scan step is implemented for detecting the first 

55 position indicator 412 and the all-scan step is imple- 
mented for detecting the second position indicator 413. 
In the state (d), the second position indicator 413 is ren- 
dered undetectable as an example; however, the first 
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position indicator 412 may alternatively be rendered 
undetectable. 

[0052] Figures 2, 3. and 5 show flowcharts illustrative 
of the operation of the signal processing unit 6 of Fig. 1. 
The embodiment will be described by referring to Fig. 1 5 
to Fig. 5. 

[0053] In the states (a) and (b) of Fig. 4, the position 
detector 410 first carries out an all-scan step ST01 on 
the first position indicator 412 at the frequency fO in 
process P0 and process (1) in Fig. 2. It is determined in w 
step ST02 whether a received signal is larger than a 
predetermined value; if it is determined that the 
received signal is larger than the predetermined value, 
i.e. if detection is enabled, then the position detector 
410 moves onto a sector-scan step ST03. is 
[0054] Process (2) which combines process P1 and 
process P2 will now be described. In step ST04, it is 
determined whether the received signal which has been 
subjected to the sector-scan step ST03 is larger than 
the predetermined value; rf it is determined that the 20 
received signal is smaller than the predetermined value, 
then the program returns to step ST01. If it is deter- 
mined that the received signal is larger than the prede- 
termined value, then the number of scans is first 
incremented and moves to ST05 wherein it is deter- 25 
mined whether a predetermined number of scans has 
been satisfied. If the predetermined number of scans 
has not been satisfied, then steps ST03 and ST04 are 
repeated. If the predetermined number of scans is sat- 
isfied, then all-scan step ST06 for detecting the second 30 
position indicator 413 is carried out at the frequency f1. 
Then, it is determined in step ST07 whether the 
received signal is larger than the predetermined value; 
if it is judged that the received signal is less than the 
predetermined value, then the program returns to step 35 
ST03. or if it is judged that the received signal is larger 
than the predetermined value, then the program pro- 
ceeds to step ST08. 

[0055] In process (2), the all-scan for detecting the 
second position indicator 413 is continued although the 40 
all-scan step for detecting the second position indicator 
413 is implemented at a lower repeating frequency than 
that of the sector-scan step for detecting the first posi- 
tion indicator 412. More specifically, the repeating fre- 
quency of the all-scan step for detecting the second 45 
position indicator 413 is lower than the repeating fre- 
quency of the sector-scan step for detecting the first 
position indicator 412, and these are alternately 
repeated. 

[0056] An example of the scanning repeating fre- so 
quency mentioned above will be described. The ratio of 
the numbers of repetitions of the first position indicator 
412 to the second position indicator 413 is set to 4:1. In 
this case, the predetermined number of repetitions in 
step ST05 is set to 4. This means that detection process ss 
P1 wherein the first position indicator 41 2 is detected for 
four times in succession is carried out, then detection 
process P2 wherein the second position indicator 413 is 
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detected once is carried out; the respective detection 
processes P1 and P2 are implemented alternately This 
enables the detecting operation to be performed with 
minimized sacrifice in the trackability of the Irrst position 
indicator 412. 

[0057] Irregular scanning may affect the coordinate 
moving intervals; however, this problem may be allevi- 
ated by carrying out coordinate travel averaging 
processing or a method for predicting a coordinate 
travel. 

[0058] The scan repeating frequency can be changed 
as desired by a user according to the size of the effec- 
tive area of the position detector or the application in 
which the position detector is used. For instance, there 
is a method wherein a means for communicating with a 
host computer connected to the signal processing unit 6 
of the position detector shown in Fig. 1 is employed to 
enable the signal processing unit 6 to receive an 
instruction signal, which is transmitted via the communi- 
cation means from the host computer, through a receiv- 
ing means so as to change the setting of the repeating 
frequency according to the type of the instruction signal. 
[0059] A control unit such as a push-button switch or 
a rotary switch may be connected to the signal process- 
ing unit 6 to enable the signal processing unit to detect 
the operating amount of the control unit, namely, the 
number of pushes on the switch, the rotary angle, or the 
like, thereby making it possible to set or change the 
repeating frequency. Such a set value which has been 
established or updated may be stored in an involatile 
storage device or the like such as an EEPROM or a 
flash memory which permits electrical writing and eras- 
ing. Reading in the new set value each time the power 
of the position detector is turned ON eliminates the 
need for instructing every new set value. 
[0060] Process (1) corresponds to the first detection 
process, while process (2) corresponds to the second 
detection process in the position detecting method. 
[0061] Process (1) constitutes the first detecting 
means, while process (2) constitutes the second detect- 
ing means in a position detector 7. 
[0062] In the state (c) of Fig. 4, the program proceeds 
from process (2) to process (3). 
[0063] In process (3), sector-scan step ST08 is imple- 
mented for detecting the first position indicator 412; and 
in step ST09, it is determined whether the received sig- 
nal is larger than a predetermined value. If it is deter- 
mined that the received signal is larger than the 
predetermined value, then sector-scan step ST10 for 
detecting the second position indicator 413 is carried 
out. In step ST1 1 . it is determined whether the received 
signal is larger than the predetermined value; if it is 
larger than the predetermined value, then the program 
goes back to step ST08. 

[0064] Process (3) shows the state wherein the sec- 
tor-scan step is being implemented alternately on the 
first position indicator 412 and the second position indi- 
cator 413 which have been detected, (n process (3), the 



BNSOOCID. <EP 0915429A2J_> 



13 



EP 0 915 429 A2 



14 



scan repeating frequencies for the first and second 
position indicators 412 and 413, respectively, are set 
equally to 1:1. More specifically, the lirst position indica- 
tor 412 is sector-scanned for a predetermined number 
of times, then the second position indicator 413 is sec- 
tor-scanned for a predetermined number of times. 
When repeating the sector-scanning of the two position 
indicators alternately, the same number of times is set 
for carrying out the sector-scan of the position indicators 
412 and 413. This is effective for providing equal track- 
ability while the two position indicators are being 
detected. Process (3) corresponds to a third detection 
process in the position detecting method. 
[0065] A state (d) of Fig. 4 will now be described. 
[0066] If it is determined that the received signal of 
sector-scan step ST10 for detecting the second position 
indicator 413 is smaller than the predetermined value in 
step ST11, then the program moves onto step ST14 
(ST21) of Fig. 3 where process (4) is implemented. 
[0067] In process (4), sector-scan step ST21 for 
detecting the first position indicator 412 is carried out, 
then it is determined in step ST22 whether the received 
signal is larger than the predetermined value. If the 
received signal is larger than the predetermined value, 
then a II -scan step ST23 for detecting the second posi- 
tion indicator 413 is implemented, and it is determined 
in step ST24 whether the received signal is larger than 
the predetermined value. If it is determined in step ST24 
that the received signal is smaller than the predeter- 
mined value, then the program proceeds to step ST25 
wherein it decides whether a predetermined time has 
elapsed; if the predetermined time has not elapsed, 
then the program returns to step ST21 , or it proceeds to 
step ST12 if the predetermined time has elapsed. 
[0068] In process (4), if it is determined that either the 
position indicator 412 or 413 is invalid while the sector- 
scan is being carried out on the first position indicator 

412 and the second position indicator 413 which have 
been detected, and the program returns to the all-scan 
step, then the scan repeating frequency tor the first 
position indicator 412 and the second position indicator 

413 is maintained to 1:1 for the foregoing predeter- 
mined time. After the predetermined time has passed, 
the position indicator subjected to the all -scan step is 
scanned at a lower repeating frequency than that for the 
position indicator subjected to the sector-scan step; the 
two types of scans are alternately repeated as 
described above. Process (4) corresponds to a fourth 
detection process in the position detecting method. 
[0069] There are two possible cases where the posi- 
tion indicators are rendered invalid. In one case, the 
position indicator is no longer necessary and the opera- 
tor places the position indicator in an area out of the 
sensor surface, i.e. out of the effective zone, of the posi- 
tion detector. In the other case, the position indicator is 
temporarily in an invalid state in an undetectable area 
while it is still held in a hand of the operator. The latter 
case often happens in normal operation. Hence, it is 



appropriate to maintain the scan repeating frequency at 
1 :1 within a certain time because it would take more 
time to recognize the position indicator if the program 
goes back to process (2) immediately after the all-scan 

5 step is started on the position indicator. 

[0070] There are two methods to set the above certain 
time or predetermined time: in one method, the time 
may be set, for example, to 1 minute; and in the other 
method, one process of the all-scan or sector-scan may 

w be regarded as 1 count, and the certain time may be set 
as 10,000 counts. 

[0071] There is also a different method whereby the 
repeating frequency is gradually changed within a cer- 
tain time. For instance, when the ratio of the detection 

15 repeating frequency of the first position indicator 412 
and the detection repeating frequency of the second 
position indicator 413 are set to 4:1, the repeating fre- 
quency is 1:1 in the state of sector-scan step process 
(3) (state (c) of Fig. 4) in which both the first position 

20 indicator 41 2 and the second position indicator 41 3 are 
being detected; when the second position indicator 413 
is placed in the invalid state (state (d) of Fig. 4), the pro- 
gram returns to the all-scan step for detecting the sec- 
ond position indicator 413. At this time, the repeating 

25 frequency within 1 minute will be as follows: the ratio of 
the process for the first position indicator 412 to the 
process for the second position indicator 413 equals 
1:1. When 1 minute has elapsed, a repeating frequency 
of 2:1 is applied. When another 1 minute has elapsed, a 

30 repeating frequency of 3:1 is applied. When yet another 
1 minute has elapsed, the repeating frequency of 4:1 is 
applied. Thus, the scan repeating frequency is gradually 
changed as time passes. 

[0072] The foregoing set predetermined time may be 
35 changed as desired according to the size of the effective 
area of the position detector or the application in which 
the position detector is used. As the setting method, the 
one described in conjunction with process (2) may be 
employed. 

40 [0073] Another embodiment related to the all-scan 
step will now be described. 

[0074] In a position detector adapted to detect a plu- 
rality of position indicators by their different resonance 
frequencies, the position indicators have resonance fre- 

45 quencies which are set according to the shapes thereof. 
For example, a pen type position indicator has a first 
resonance frequency, while a cursor type position indi- 
cator has a second resonance frequency. In this case, in 
the state (a) of Fig. 4, the pen type position indicator and 

so the cursor position indicator are not located on the sen- 
sor surface, and the all-scan step is being implemented 
on the two types of position indicators alternately. 
[0075] In this case, process (5) shown in Fig. 5 is car- 
ried out. First, the all-scan step for detecting the pen 

55 type position indicator of the first resonance frequency 
is carried out in step ST31 . then it is determined in step 
ST32 whether the received signal is larger than a prede- 
termined value; if it is smaller than the predetermined 
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value, then the counter is incremented in step ST34. In 
the following step ST35, it is determined whether the 
value on the counter is identical to the predetermined 
value (the predetermined value in this embodiment is 
"4"), and if it is smaller than the predetermined value, 
then the program goes to step ST31 ; or if it is identical 
to the predetermined value, then the predetermined 
value is initialized before moving onto all-scan step 
ST36 for detecting the cursor type position indicator. In 
step ST37, it is determined whether the received signal 
is larger than the predetermined value; if it is smaller 
than the predetermined value, then the program goes 
back to step ST31 . Although it is not shown, if the pen 
type position indicator or the cursor type position indica- 
tor becomes undetectable and invalid after the program 
proceeds to the sector-scan in step ST33 or ST38, then 
the program moves onto a step for carrying out the all- 
scan. 

[0076] In process (5), the all-scan step for detecting 
the position indicator for which the recognizing time 
need to be shortened is repeatedly implemented more 
frequently than that for detecting the other position indi- 
cator. The all-scan step is repeated on these two posi- 
tion indicators alternately. 

[0077] It is known that, the pen type position indicator, 
for example, is moved up and down frequently on the 
sensor surface, causing the valid and invalid processing 
to be switched frequently. Hence, the position indicator 
is required to be recognized quickly. In contrast to this, 
the cursor type position indicator is placed mostly in the 
effective area of the position detector, so that the recog- 
nizing speed is not as important as in the case of the 
pen type. In this embodiment, when the resonance fre- 
quencies are set for the pen type position indicator and 
the cursor type position indicator, respectively, and the 
position detector scans for those resonance frequen- 
cies alternately, the all-scan step for the pen type posi- 
tion indicator is implemented at a higher repeating 
frequency than that for the cursor type position indicator 
so as to achieve time- efficient recognition of the position 
indicators by their shapes. Process (5) corresponds to a 
fifth detection process in the position detecting method. 
Also, process (5) constitutes a third detecting means in 
the position detector 7. 

[0078] Another embodiment related to the all-scan 
step will be described with reference to Fig. 6. Figure 6 
corresponds to the state (b) in Fig. 4; it is characterized 
in that the scan is limited to small areas rather than set- 
ting the scan repeating frequencies. In Fig. 6, only the 
characteristic portion of the all-scan step in this embod- 
iment is shown. 

[0079] In the state (b) of Fig. 4, the first position indi- 
cator 412 is placed on the sensor surface 411, and the 
sector-scan step for detecting the first position indicator 
412 and the all-scan step for detecting the second posi- 
tion indicator 413 are carried out alternately. At this 
time, the ratio of the repeating frequency of the sector- 
scan step to that of the all-scan step is set to 1 :1 . 



[0080] First, sector-scan process P40 for detecting the 
first position indicator 412 is carried out. Process P40 
corresponds to step ST03 and step ST04 of Fig. 2. 
Next, all-scan process P41 for detecting the second 

5 position indicator 413 is carried out. Process P41 corre- 
sponds to step ST06 and step ST07 of Fig. 2. As shown 
in Fig. 6, in this state, the two processes are imple- 
mented basically alternately; however, in process P41 . if 
there are, for example, thirty X-axis sensor coils of the 

io position detector 410. then ten sensor coils in the left 
area are subjected to the all-scan, for example, in the X- 
axis direction in this process. Likewise, the ten sensor 
coils in the central area are subjected to the all-scan in 
process P43. and the ten sensor coils in the right area 

15 are subjected to the all-scan in process P45. In this 
embodiment, the entire sensor surface is all-scanned in 
the three processes. 

[0081 ] Thus, in this embodiment, the number of coils 
to be scanned per process is reduced and the entire 
so sensor surface is divided into a few areas to scan it in a 
few processes when carrying out the all-scan step. 
[0082] The embodiment described above may be 
summarized as shown below: 

25 (1) The first indicator is subjected to the sector- 
scan, while the second indicator is subjected to the 
all-scan of ten sensor coils in the left area. 

(2) The first indicator is subjected to the sector- 
scan, while the second indicator is subjected to the 

30 all-scan of ten sensor coils in the central area. 

(3) The first indicator is subjected to the sector- 
scan, while the second indicator is subjected to the 
all-scan of ten sensor coils in the right area. 

35 [0083] This method completes the scanning process 
in one third of the time required when performing the all- 
scan over the entire sensor surface, providing an advan- 
tage in that the deterioration in the trackability of the 
sector-scan can be controlled. 

40 [0084] The process shown in Fig. 6 constitutes a 
fourth detecting means in the position detector 7. 
[0085] The set number of coils to be scanned may be 
changed as desired according to the size of the effective 
area of the position detector or the application in which 

45 the position detector is used. As the setting method, the 
one described above may be employed. 
[0086] The small areas to be scanned and the num- 
bers of the coils are set in advance and a plurality of 
scanning patterns of small areas or the number of sen- 

50 sor coils to be selected are prepared beforehand, the 
scanning patterns being stored in a data table. In the all- 
scan step, the pointer is incremented upon completion 
of one process, and the data table of the scanning pat- 
terns is referred to in sequence according to the pointer. 

55 Scanning based on the scanning area or selected sen- 
sor coils according to the referred contents enables 
more sophisticated selecting method to be employed. 
For instance, a position indicator is usually placed at the 
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center of the sensor surface at the beginning. Setting 
the scanning pattern such that the central area is 
scanned at a high frequency as a whole makes the 
operator feel that the position indicator is recognized 
more quickly in actual operation. 5 
[0087] The following describes an example of the 
method for identifying the types of position indicators. 
[0088] The position indicators are provided with 
means for sending the information on the shape or 
usage of the position indicator, the information which 10 
can be provided, or the information on a particular iden- 
tification (ID) to the position detector in the form of sig- 
nals. As a simple means for this purpose > the 
differences of the position indicators are indicated by 
phase information in advance, so that the position 15 
detector may identify the position indicators by detecting 
the phases thereof. 

[0089] Further, as shown in Fig. 1 , the position indica- 
tor 8 may be provided with a control circuit 202 com- 
posed of an IC circuit, and the ROM 203 for storing 20 
binary ID codes to provide a means for allowing digital 
information, i.e. ID information, to be transmitted to the 
position detector 7. The ID code at this time is binary ID 
data which provides the information on the shape or 
usage of the position indicator 8, the information that 25 
can be supplied, or the information on a particular ID. In 
brief, the control circuit 202 of the position indicator 8 is 
equipped with an IC circuit capable of receiving, through 
a resonance circuit, a signal sent from the sensor coils 
of the position detector 7 and ol counting the receiving 30 
time of the signal. The position detector 7 is equipped 
with a means for changing the sending time of a trans- 
mitter signal and a setting means therefor. A relatively 
long transmitter signal is sent from the position detector 
7 to the position indicator 8. The position indicator 8 35 
receives the signal and reads a binary ID code from the 
ROM 203 of the position indicator 8 through the control 
circuit 202; at predetermined time intervals, the trans- 
mitter signal is sent to the position indicator 7 if the ID 
code "1 ", whereas no transmitter signal is sent if the ID 40 
code is "0". The position detector 7 receives the signals 
and judges the information on the shape or usage of the 
position indicator 8, the information that can be sup- 
plied, or the information on a particular ID. 
[0090] Using the means described above makes it 45 
possible to detect the information on the shape or usage 
of the position indicator 8, the information that can be 
supplied, or the information on a particular ID. 
[0091] The operator will be able to operate the posi- 
tion detector with optimum set values without worrying so 
about setting details by using the detecting means in 
combination with the means for changing the setting of 
the scan repeating frequency, the number of coils or 
areas to be scanned, predetermined time. etc. which 
have been preset according fo the information on the 55 
shape or usage of the position indicator 8, the informa- 
tion that can be supplied, or the information on a partic- 
ular ID. 
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[0092] In the embodiments described above, only two 
position indicators have been detected; the invention, 
however, is applicable also to more than two position 
indicators. 

[0093] The examples of the electromagnetic transfer 
type position detectors have been described; the 
present intention, however, can be easily applied to any 
type of position detector as long as it is a position detec- 
tor which is adapted to detect a plurality of position indi- 
cators and which employs a method for selecting and 
scanning sensor coils. 

[0094] Further in the above embodiments, the reso- 
nance frequencies for the position indicators have been 
fixed; however, they may be configured to permit switch- 
ing among a plurality of different frequencies. 
[0095] Thus, according to the present invention, when 
detecting a plurality of position indicators, the sector- 
scan step for detecting the first position indicator is 
implemented more frequently than the all-scan step for 
detecting the second position indicator; the sector-scan 
step and the all-scan step are alternately implemented 
repeatedly, thus permitting improved trackability. 
[0096] Moreover, improved trackability of the position 
indicators can be achieved further effectively by employ- 
ing the method wherein the same repeating frequency 
is applied to both types of scan when a plurality of posi- 
tion indicators have been detected, then the same 
repeating frequency is used for a predetermined time if 
one of the position indicators is found invalid and all- 
scan is initiated, or the method for limiting the areas to 
be scanned. 

[0097] In the all-can step, the scanning of the position 
indicator which need to be recognized quickly is 
repeated more frequently than that of the other position 
indicator so as to enable quicker recognition. 
[0098] Furthermore, the repeating frequency and the 
like are set according to the information on the shapes 
or usages of the position indicators, the information that 
the positron indicators have, the information on particu- 
lar IDs, or other information. This makes it possible to 
set the repeating frequency and so on suited for the 
position indicators, permitting higher efficiency in practi- 
cal use. 

Claims 

1 . A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators, wherein a position detector 
including a sensor unit which has many sensor coils 
arranged in parallel in the directions of coordinate 
axes to form a coordinate reading surface, and 
selecting means for selectively scanning said sen- 
sor coils, and a plurality of position indicators incor- 
porating at least coils are used in order to detect the 
coordinate values of said position indicators on said 
coordinate reading surface according to the detec- 
tion signals obtained from the interaction between 
said sensor coils and said position indicators; 
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said position detecting method comprising: 
a first detection process for detecting an 
approximate position of a first position indicator 
by an all-scan step for detecting the approxi- 
mate positions of said position indicators on 5 
said coordinate reading surface by extensively 
scanning said multiple sensor coils along said 
coordinate axes; and 

a second detection process in which, if it has 
been determined that said first position indica- 10 
tor is present on said coordinate reading sur- 
face in said first detection process, then a 
sector-scan step for performing more detailed 
detection of the position of said first position 
indicator by specifying said sensor coils to be is 
scanned in accordance with the positional 
information on said first position indicator which 
has been detected by said first detection proc- 
ess, and an all-scan step for detecting the 
approximate position of a second position indi- 20 
cator are implemented alternately; 
wherein said sector-scan step is implemented 
at higher repeating frequency than said all- 
scan step in said second detection process. 

25 

2. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 1 . wherein, 
if it has been determined that said second position 
indicator is present on said coordinate reading sur- 
face in said second detection process, then a pro- 30 
gram moves onto a third detection process in which 

the sector-scan step for detecting said first and sec- 
ond position indicators is implemented alternately 
on said two position indicators at the same repeat- 
ing frequency. 35 

3. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 1 or 2, 
wherein, if either position indicator has not been 
detected and has been determined as invalid in 40 
said third detection process and the program 
moves onto the all-scan step, then the program pro- 
ceeds to a fourth detection process in which the all- 
scan step for detecting said position indicator which 
has been determined as invalid and the sector-scan 45 
step for detecting a position indicator for which the 
detection is being continued are alternately imple- 
mented at the same repeating frequency for a pre- 
determined time, and after said predetermined time 
has elapsed, the program moves onto said second 50 
detection process. 

4. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 3, wherein, 
after said predetermined time has elapsed, the pro- 55 
gram moves from said fourth detection process to 
said second detection process while changing said 
repeating frequency in steps with time. 



5. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 3 or 4, 
wherein said predetermined time can be set or 
changed. 

6. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators, wherein a position detector 
including a sensor unit which has many sensor coils 
arranged in parallel in the directions of coordinate 
axes to form a coordinate reading surface, and 
selecting means for selectively scanning said sen- 
sor coils, and a plurality of position indicators incor- 
porating at least coils are used in order to detect the 
coordinate values of said position indicators on said 
coordinate reading surface according to the detec- 
tion signals obtained from the interaction between 
said sensor coils and said position indicators; 

said position detecting method comprising: 
a fifth detection process wherein signals of at 
least two different frequencies are employed to 
implement an all-scan step at said different fre- 
quencies alternately so as to detect the approx- 
imate positions of at least two position 
indicators which respond respectively to said 
different frequencies; 

wherein said all-scan step for detecting one 
position indicator for which trackability need to 
be further improved is carried out at a higher 
repeating frequency than the all-scan step for 
detecting the other position indicator in said 
fifth detection process. 

7. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 1, 2, 3, or 
6. wherein said repeating frequency can be set or 
changed. 

8. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 1, 2, 3, 6, 
or 7, wherein a plurality of scans of small areas are 
combined to provide an extensive all-scan in carry- 
ing out said all-scan step for detecting a position 
indicator tor which said repeating frequency should 
be low. 

9. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 8, wherein 
said small scan areas in said all-scan step can be 
set or changed by specifying small scan areas or by 
specifying the number of sensor coils to be 
scanned. 

1 0. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 8, wherein: 
a plurality of scanning patterns of said small scan 
areas or sensor coils to be selected are prepared 
and stored in a data table; said scanning pattern 
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data table is referred to in sequence for each proc- 
ess when implementing said all-scan step; and said 
scan areas or selected sensor coils based on the 
contents referred to are scanned. 

11. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 1 or 6, 
wherein: 

said position indicators are provided with 
means for sending the information on the 
shapes or usages thereof, the description of 
the information which can be provided, or the 
information on particular IDs to a position 
detector in the form of signals, while said posi- 
tion detector is provided with detecting means 
for detecting said signals; 
said position indicators send the information on 
the shapes or usages thereof, the description 
of the information which can be provided, or the 
information on particular IDs in the form of sig- 
nals according to the scan of said sensor coils; 
and 

said position detector receives said signals and 
changes said repeating frequency to a suitable 
set value according to the information on the 
shapes or usages of the position indicators, the 
description of the information which can be pro- 
vided, or the information on particular IDs 
obtained from said signals. 

12. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 3, 4, or 5, 
wherein: 

said position indicators are provided with 
means for sending the information on the 
shapes or usages thereof, the description of 
the information which can be provided, or the 
information on particular IDs to a position 
detector in the form of signals, while said posi- 
tion detector is provided with detecting means 
for detecting said signals; 
said position indicators send the information on 
the shapes or usages thereof, the description 
of the information which can be provided, or the 
information on particular IDs in the form of sig- 
nals according to the scan of said sensor coils; 
and 

said position detector receives said signals and 
changes said predetermined time to a suitable 
set value according to the information on the 
shapes or usages of the position indicators, the 
description of the information which can be pro- 
vided, or the information on particular IDs 
obtained from said signals. 

1 3. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 



of position indicators according to Claim 8, 9, or 10. 
wherein: 

said position indicators are provided with 
5 means for sending the information on the 

shapes or usages thereof, the description of 
the information which can be provided, or the 
information on particular IDs to a position 
detector in the form of signals, while said posi- 
10 tion detector is provided with detecting means 

for detecting said signals; 
said position indicators send the information on 
the shapes or usages thereof, the description 
of the information which can be provided, or the 
is information on particular IDs in the form of sig- 

nals according to the scan of said sensor coils; 
and 

said position detector receives said signals and 
changes said small scan areas or said number 

20 of sensor coils to be scanned to a suitable set 

value according to the information on the 
shapes or usages of the position indicators, the 
description of the information which can be pro- 
vided, or the information on particular IDs 

25 obtained from said signals. 

14. A position detecting method for detecting a plurality 
of position indicators according to Claim 11, 12. or 
13, wherein said repeating frequency, said prede- 

30 termined time, said small scan areas, and said 
number of sensor coils to be scanned may be set or 
changed for each type of said position indicators. 

15. A position detector for detecting a plurality of posi- 
35 tion indicators, said position detector including a 

sensor unit which has many sensor coils arranged 
in parallel in the directions of coordinate axes to 
form a coordinate reading surface, and selecting 
means for selectively scanning said sensor coils; 

40 wherein the coordinate values of said position indi- 
cators on said coordinate reading surface are 
detected according to the detection signals 
obtained from the interaction between a plurality of 
position indicators, which incorporates at least 

45 coils, and said sensor coils; 

said position detector comprising: 
first detecting means for detecting an approxi- 
mate position of a first position indicator by an 

so all-scan step for detecting the approximate 

positions of said position indicators on said 
coordinate reading surface by extensively 
scanning said multiple sensor coils along said 
coordinate axes; and 

55 second detecting means which, if it has been 

determined that said first position indicator is 
present on said coordinate reading surface by 
said first detecting means, alternately carries 
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out a sector : scan step for performing more 
detailed detection of the position of said first 
position indicator by specifying said sensor 
coils to be scanned in accordance with the 
positional information of said 1irst position indi- 5 
cator which has been detected by said first 
detecting means, and an all -scan step for 
detecting the approximate position of a second 
position indicator; 

wherein said second detecting means carries 70 
out said sector-scan step at a higher repeating 
frequency than said all-scan step. 

16. A position detector for detecting a plurality of posi- 
tion indicators, said position detector including a 15 
sensor unit which has many sensor coils arranged 

in parallel in the directions of coordinate axes to 
form a coordinate reading surface, and selecting 
means for selectively scanning said sensor coils; 
wherein the coordinate values of said position indi- 20 
cators on said coordinate reading surface are 
detected according to the detection signals 
obtained from the interaction between a plurality of 
position indicators, which incorporates at least 
coils, and said sensor coils: 25 

said position detector comprising: 
third detecting means which carries out the all- 
scan step by using signals of at least two differ- 
ent frequencies to implement said all-scan step 30 
at said at least two different frequencies alter- 
nately so as to detect the approximate posi- 
tions of at least two position indicators which 
respond respectively to said different frequen- 
cies: 55 
wherein said third detecting means carries out 
said all-scan step for detecting one position 
indicator, for which trackability need to be fur- 
ther improved, at a higher repeating frequency 
than the all -scan step for detecting the other 40 
position indicator. 

17. A position detector for detecting a plurality of posi- 
tion indicators according to Claim 15 or 16, com- 
prising fourth detecting means for providing an 45 
extensive all -scan by combining a plurality of small 
scan areas in carrying out said all-scan step for 
detecting a position indicator for which said repeat- 
ing frequency should be low. 
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